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CaoBo o npenopo6HOM Peopopure,
npocserurese Koabckom
(1481-1571)

IIpenopo6msiit eopopur Koabckuit — mepBbiit 13 CBSATHIX IO-
ABwxHuKOB Kpaiinero CeBepa, KOTOPBIi C A€TCTBA BO3XKEAAA U CO-
3HATEAbPHO FOTOBHMACS K BEAMKOH MUCCUM — K IIPOCBEIEeHUI0 3TOTO
Kpas, K IOKOpeHuo nmpocropos Beanko#t Aamaanpun. Bero csoro
AOATYIO >KU3Hb OH IIOCBATHA BOIIAOIIEHMIO 3TON MEYTBI, U CTOAD
IPaHAMO3HAsl IO CBOeMy MacIITaby 3apaya OblAQ MM YCIEIIHO
pemena.

B aTom cAaBHOM AeAaHUH KOABCKHUI CTapel] He OCTAACS OAUHOK.
DeopOpUT KaK AYXOBHBIH OTeI] IOPOAMA BEAMKHI COHM CBSATBIX
Koanckoro Cesepa, ocTaBUB IocAe ce6s IIeAYI0 MAeSAY IIOCACAOBA-
TeAel IKOAbI MOHACTBIPCKOTO cTapyecTBa. CpeAu ero y4eHHKOB Ta-
KIe 3HAMEHHTbIe IIOABIDKHHKH, Kak rpenoaobubie Tpuon Ievenr-
ckuit 1 Bapaaam Keperckuii, npenosobrnomyuernku Ievenrckue
Wona u I'epman, urymen I'ypuit u ¢ Hum 116 My4yeHHKOB.

AyxoBHOe HacAepHe, 3aBelljaHHOe HaM BeAUKHM IIPOCBETHTEACM
Koabckum — mpemnopo6HbiM DeOAOPHTOM, MHOrOrPAaHHO M Mac-
mtabHO. B paBHOM CTeleHN YHHUKAABHBI U AOCTOMHBI BOCXHUIIEHUSI
MHOTHe OOCTOSITEABCTBA €TI0 AOATOI SKH3HH, CBUACTEAbCTBYIOIIHE
00 OYEeBHAHOM «OT MAAABIX HOI'TeI>» U30paHHUYECTBE IIOABIDKHHU-
Ka, 06 yropHoctu [0crmopy ero BeAMKHX AeA M CBEpIIEHHIL.

C cemu aet mpebniBasi BO BaappraHem MoHacThIpbke npu Poc-
TOBCKON ApPXMEeNUCKOIMU U TPYASCh Hap IePermuChIBAHHEM KHUT
Aast ConoBerfkoii 6MOAMOTEKH, BO3PEBHOBAA IOHbIH «AbsumiKa Pe-
AOp> O TIOBTOpeHUHM MoABHra cearuteAs CredaHa, MpoCBeTHBIIETO
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B XV Beke CBeTOM Bepbl eBaHTeAbCKOM S3bIYeckre HapoAbl Beankoi
ITepmu.

AAst oCyIIieCTBACHHUS 3TON AOCTOMHO Muccu 0HbII Oepop 06-
AaAAA BCEMH HeOOXOAUMBIME BHYTPEHHHMHU KaueCTBAMU U AAPOBa-
HusiMu. O4eBUAHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH K SI3bIKaM, GHAOAOTHIECKHE, Gu-
AOCOCKHEe 1 H0TOCAOBCKHE TAAAHTHI B IIOAHOM Mepe ObIAM UM Ha-
CAEAOBAHbI OT CBOHX BBIAQIOIIUXCSI TIPEAKOB'.

B xonne XV Beka, ¢ 1493 roaa, ABeHaaaTuaeTHU oTpok Pe-
OAOD Y>Ke YHCAUTCSA B TOCAYITHHUKAX «Ha Coroseykom ocmpose, 6 mo-
Hacmoipe, uxce Aexcum Ha Aedosom mope>. I1o ycraBy npemnopo6HOro
3ocumbl COAOBEIIKOTO, MCKYC IMOCAYUIAHHMS AAS COAOBEIIKHX IIO-
CAYIIHHKOB IIPOAOAKAACS HE MEHee TPeX AeT, HO urymeH Aocuden
y>Ke 4epe3 rop MpHHAA pelleHHe O IOCTPHUre OTPOKa C HapedeHUueM
numenn ®eopopur. Takas, kak Moraa 6bI IIOKa3aTbCs, IOCIIEMIHOCTD
OTHIOAb He 3aTparMBaAd He3bIOAEMBIX OCHOB MOHACTBIPCKOTO
YCTPOWCTBA, CAYy>amuX GOPMHUPOBAHUIO B KAKAOM HHOKE YeAOBEKa
BHYTPEHHETO MOAMTBEHHOI'O AGAAQHMS M HalleAeHHbBIX Ha AyXOBHOE
co3UAaHMe «cAyrumers Xpucmosa u domocmpoumenrs maiin Bowcu-
ux>(1 Kop. 4, 1).

O6 27O MYAPOI HECYeTHOCTH BOCIIMTAHUS <HOBOL MBApu 60
Xpucme>, 0 IOHUMAaHUH TOTO, 4YTO TAABHOE A€AAHHE )KU3HHU MOHAXa,
Ha KOTOpOe He XXaAb BpPeMeHH, — 9TO OAOAEHHe CaMOro cebsl 1 cBOe-
rO «8emxo020 4ero8eka>, Aabbl, cTspkaB baaropars Cesitoro Ayxa,
«00Aeubcs 6 HOBO20 HeAoBeKd, co30anHoz0 no Hozy, 6 npasednocmu u
ceamocmu ucmunvi> (E$. 4, 24) 1 06 ycriemHoM peleHuu 3Toit Be-
AMYECTBEHHOM 3aAa4H SIPKO CBHAETEAbCTBYET BCSI AOATas )KU3HD Be-
AMKOTO CTaplia.

' Mbl OCTaBAsIEM B CHA€ BBICKA3aHHOE HAMH paHee IpeALIoAOKeHHe 0 poacTBe Peopo-
pura (<<®erpa JKupeHoBa») ¢ M3BECTHBIM KHIDKHMKOM XV Beka Depopom JKuposrrom,
aBTOpoM 3HameHuToro mepesopa Ilcaarupy n «Ilocaanns k myaesm>. Cm.: Mumpopan
(Badanun), uepomonax. baaxennsit Peopopur Koavckuit, mpocsetnrean Aomapeit. Kcro-
pH¥ecKrie MaTepPHAABl K MPOCAABACHHMIO 1 Harmcanuio JKutusa. Mypmanck, 2002. C. 79-83.
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Ieabix BoceMHaALIATh AeT IpebbiBaeT HHOK DeOoAOPHT B TOAHOM
U HEOTCTYITHOM IIOCAYIIAHUH y CBOETO YIUTEAS], CTapIia 30CHMBI, 3a-
TEM ABEHAALIATb AeT IIOABU3AeTCS B AOIIAPCKUX ITYCTHIHAX, IIPeObI-
Bast B GOrOMBICAMI ¥l MOAYAHUM, HA AOATHE TOABL CKPBIBAETCSI OH B
nycroiEsax Kupnaso-beaosepckoro MOHaCTBIpS, OCTHUIAst BEAUKYIO
HAYKY CBSI[eHHOOe3MOABCTBYIOIIUX.

W avmp crspkaB 6aaropars Ayxa CBSITOro, BOMASL B AyXOBHYIO
CHAY <MyX#a COBEPULEHH020, 8 MePY NOAHO20 o3pacma Xpucmosa>
(ES(S 4, 13), cesmennonHoK OeOAOPHUT U3AMBAET CBOHM 6AArOAATHBIE
AESTHISI Ha 9Ty MCCOXIIYIO, XKAKAYIIYIO 3eMAl0. EMy yoke copok msTh
ACT, ¥l AMIIIb CKYTIbIe CTPOKHU AETOIINCEN AOHOCST AO HAC SICHbIE CBH-
AETeABbCTBA YCIIEITHOCTH €T0 MUCCHOHEPCKHX TPYAOB.

1526 roa — Kanpasakmckwuit 3aaus, ycrbe peku Husbl. «OcBs-
maau 1epkoBb PoxpectBa HMoanna IlpeaTedn M MHOTHMX AOIASH
kpectuan Bo umsa Otna u CeiHa u CsToro Ayxa B Hamry Ilpaso-
CAQBHYIO BEPY XPUCTHAHCKYIO> .

1533 rop — Koabckmit 3aaus, ycrbe pexu Koanl. «Ilepksu bo-
us ocBsmaAy, baarosemenns Cesitoit boropopuner aa Yyaorsop-
rra Hukoay, u camux MEOTHX Kpectuan Aonass Bo umst OTra u CeiHa
u CBsiToro Ayxa B Hallly IPaBOCAABHYIO U CBSITYIO Bepy>~.

C 1533 mo 1540 rop — «3aBOAXKCKHe ITyCTHIHU >, CKUTBI Kupua-
Aro-Beaosepckoro MoHacThIps. 3aech DeOAOPHUT TPYAUTCS Hap CO3-
AaHVEeM ITICbMEHHOCTH AOIIAPCKOTO HAPOAQ.

1540 rop — «Ha ycrbe Koabl pexu co3npaeT MOHACTBIPb>, CTa-
BUT «IjepkoBb BO uMs [Ipebe3nagaspnont Tpowurst 1, cobpas Opa-
THIO, AAE€T UM YCTaB>>.

' Codmitckas aetormich // INoanoe cobpanme pyccknx aetormceit. M—A, 1929. T. 4.
9.1.C. 542.

* Coduitckue aeromucu // Iloanoe cobpanue pycckux aeromuceit. CI16, 1853. T. 6.
C.289.

3 Kypbckuii Andpeil. Vicropust o Bearkom krsise MockosckoM // TTaMsTHiKE AuTepa-
Typbt Apesrert Pycu. 2 moa. XVIs. M, 1986. C. 332.
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1542 rop, — «Hay4eHHBIX OT PeopOpHTa U OTAAINEHHbIX AOTIASH
€AMHOTO AHSI KPECTHAOCH SIKO ABE TBICSYM YEAOBEK CO JKeHaMH U
ACTBMU > .

C 1548 mo 1551 roast — BHOBb B KaHpaaakime, rae cosupaer
PoxpecrBa-boropopuynbit (KOKyeB) MY>KCKOI MOHACTBIPb U «ObI-
BaeT B HeM UT'yMEHOM>.

Hrymeny ®eopopuTy B 9TO BpeMst HCIIOAHHAOCH YK€ CEMbAECAT
A€T, HO BIIePeAU KOAbCKOTO CTapIia >KAAAU HOBbIE BEAUKHE ACSHUSA U
HCIBITAHUS. JTO M CKOPOb HEIPaBeAHOTO FOHEHNS, U TATOTHI He3a-
CAY>K€HHOTO OCY>XACHHUS Ha CCBIAKY, U CAABa M IIOYET <IIPEeMyApPO-
ro>» 60rocA0Ba, OTCTOSIBIIETO BHICOTY POCCHICKOTO BEPOHCIIOBEAA-
HHUS Ilepep TOPABIMU TpedeckuMH Hepapxamu B 1557 roay. On
OAeCTsille BBIIOAHUT 3Ty 3HAMEHHTYIO «KOHCTaHTHHOIOABCKYIO
MHCcHIO>, AocTaBuB u3 Llapprpapa aas poccuiickoro I'ocypaps
«<APEBHIOI0 KHUT'Y>» C 6aarocaoBenuneM Bceaenckoro Iarpuapxa Ha
BO3BeAEHME Ha IJAPCTBO IO YMHY «BeHYAHMs MMIIEpaTOpOB BH3aH-
THACKUX>. TakuMm 06pasoM, MOAYYHT OPUIIMAABHBIA CTATYC HAES
HacAeAOBaHUA MOCKOBCKUM LJapCTBOM AOCTOMHCTBa BusanTtuiickoi
umnepun: «Mocksa — Tperuit Pum>.

3a HCIOAHEHMe 3TOM BaXKHEMII el AUIIAOMaTHIecKo 3apaun Pe-
OAOPHT CIIOAOOHTCSI LIAPCKHUX [IOYeCTe U BEAUKHX MHAOCTEH OT
Hoanna ['posHoro, yBeHYaBIINXCSA ¥ HCKYCUTEABHBIM IIPEAAOKEHH-
€M AQPOBaThb €My <TaKyI BAACTb AYXOBHYIO>», KOTOPYIO TOT ObI
TOABKO «3aX0TeA>»>.

Ho 6aaxxeHHbII cTapel A0 KOHIA AHEI CBOUX OyAeT BHOBb
Y BHOBb CTPEMHUTBCS K CBO€I M30paHHMUIIE — K <IIOAHOLIHOM CTpa-
He>, K 3eMAe KoAbCKO#, 00bedKast «AeTeil CBOMX AYXOBHBIX, KaK
MOHAXOB, TaK 1 /AOTIIHOB, HAy4eHHbIX 1 KPeIlleHHBIX OT HEeTo, I1e4ach

" Kypbcxui. C. 333.
2 Tamxe. C.339.
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O CITACEHHH AYII UX>', H, AyXOBHO okopMasist ITevenrckuit u Kanpa-
AAKIICKHI MOHACTBIPH, B CaHe ApXMMAHAPUTA AOCTHTHET OAaKeH-
HOW KOHYMHBI, 0ToHMAA Ko Tocrmoay B popHom CoAoBelrjkoM MOHa-
CTBIpE B BO3PACTe AEBSHOCTA AeT.

Cospemennuk PeopopHTa U €0 AyXOBHBIN CBIH KHA3b AHApeH
Kyp6ckuit HanmireT Bckope, 06paiasich K « TEIAOXAAAHOMY > JeAO-
BEeKy BeKa Cero: «3pH CI0AQ, AUIIeMEPHBIH XpUCTHAHNH, KaKHe Xpa-
Opsle eme obperaroTcst cTapipl B [IpaBocaaBHOM 3eMAe, Ha IIPaBo-
BEPHBIX AOTMAaTaxX BOCIIUTaHHbIe. YeM GoAee IpecTaperoT 1 U3HEMO-
T'yT TEAOM, TeM OOABIIYI0 XPabPOCTb H PEBHOCTD KO OAArOYeCTHIO BO
T'ocniope noAararoT, ¥ MpOHHUKAIOTCS Borom, 1 >KUBY T 1OA IOKPOBOM
Brimnero>.

Spxast xusHb Beauxoro anocroaa Kpaiitnero Ceepa, rperoa06-
Horo QPeopopura Koabckoro, sSICHBIM 06pa3soM CBUAETEABCTBYET 06
yTpaTax Halllero BpeMeHH, 00AMYast GOAe3HEHHYIO CYeTHOCTb Ha-
IIeH JKU3HU U AyXOBHYIO HEMOIIIb COBPEMEHHBIX XPHCTHAH.

Kak MsI Tereps 3HaeM, y npernopo6roro Peopopura ¢ peTcTBa
ObIAa MeuTa, U B CBOUX TPYAAX IO mpocBemenuto Aamaananu Qe-
OAOPHT, CAeAyd IIpUMepy IpPOCBeTUTeAbCKHX aAesHME Credana
IlepMcKOro, KOHEYHO e, HaMepPeBaACs TOBTOPHUTD OIIBIT yTBEPKAe-
HHS eIUCKOICKOM KadeAphbl Ha IPHCOEAMHEHHBIX K ITPaBOCAABHUIO
semasx Kpaitnero Cesepa. M, xak cparutesb CredaH cTaA nepBbiM
apxuepeeM Beauxoit ITepmu, Tak MeuTas 1 Deop0puT, 4TOOBI U 3A€CH,
Ha Koabckoit 3emae, Ob1A CBOT apxuepeil «Beankoit AamaaHaum>.

ITpomao geTpipecTa COpOK AeT. Myppast HECYeTHOCTD AesTHHM
deopopuTa OTPA3UAACD U B 9TOM, CTOAb AOATOM, OXXMAQHMH, B ITOA-
HOILIEHHOM CO3PeBAaHUH ITOH 3eMAM U OOMABHOM IOAUTHH ee Kpo-
BpI0 HOBOMY4eHHKOB XX Beka. M1 BoT B 1996 roay Meura >XU3HU
KOABCKOTO IOABIDKHHKA MCTIOAHHAACH: Ha 3eMAe Beaumkor Aamaan-

! Kypbcxuis. C. 342.
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AUH BIIEpBble MOSBHAACh CAMOCTOATeAbHas MypMaHCKasl ermapxus.
V1 HeyAMBHTEABHO, YTO 6AArOCAOBEHHEM IIEPBOrO apxuepes erap-
xuy, enuckona Mypmanckoro u Monderopckoro CumoHa, B 2003 ro-
Ay, CAMBIM TIepBbIM U3 CBATHIX, B 3eMAe KoAbCKO# MpocHsBIINX, ObIA
IIPOCAABAEH B AMKe IpernopoOHoro cam PeopopuT, mpocBeTUTEAD
Koasckoro xpas, ¢ yctaHoBAeHHEM AHS ero mamsitu 17/30 asrycra.

BcrioMHIM BHOBb BAOXHOBEHHBIE CTpOKHU KHA3st AHApes: Kyp6-
CKOT'0, CAOBHO OOpaljeHHbIe K HaM, HbIHe XXUBYIIMM: «AIe Bor mo-
MOXKET, MOYKET, X OOPSIIIY 51 KOTAQ My>Keil AyXOBHBIX, XAQIOIIHX CEro
IIOBECTBOBAHMSA O AGSTHUSIX CEer0 CAABHOTO MYy>ka. Toraa MHOTO 4To
BCITOMSTHEM MBI M O IIPEAUBHBIX €I0 BUACHHSAX, U O MIPOPOYECTBIAX
TPO3HBIX, M O YyAECAX BEAMKHUX, O 4YeM AUIIb AyXOBHbIE AyXOBHBIM Ha
IIOAB3Y ITOBEAATh MOTYT> .

XoueTcst BepUTD, YTO 3TO BpeMs IIPHIIAO, H IIPABOCAABHBIE XPHU-
cruane Koabckoro CeBepa, ¢ paAOCTBIO IIOYUTASI [TAMSTD IIPEIIOA0D-
Horo PeopopuTa, «BCIOMSHYT O IMPEAUBHBIX €r0 BUAGHHUSX, U O
IPOPOYECTBHAX I'PO3HBIX, U O YyAECaX BEAMKHX> U MOAHTBEHHO
INPUKOCHYTCS K AYXOBHOMY HACAEAMIO BBIAQIOIIETOCS CBSITOTO
XVI Bexa, arrocroaa Beauxoit Aamaanannu — npenopo6uoro Geopo-
purta, mpocseruTeas Koabckoro.

! Kypbckuir. C. 347.



A Short Hagiography of the Venerable Theodoret,
Enlightener of the Kola Peninsula

(1481-1571)

At the beginning of the XVI century, the
Venerable Theodoret of Kola came to
these ancient, magical “patrimonies of
the Prince of Demons” to preach the
Christian faith. He was strong in his faith
and did not cease striving until he had
enlightened the “land of the midnight
sun” of Great Lapland, on which the light
of the Gospel had not shone previously.
The Venerable Hermit Theodoret
was the first holy ascetic of the Far North
and he desired and consciously prepared from his childhood for the

great mission of enlightening this land and converting the broad ter-
ritory of Great Lapland. He devoted the whole of his long life to ful-
filling this dream and succeeded in completing his monumental task.

This Kola elder was not alone lonely in his glorious work. The-
odoret was the spiritual father of a great assembly of Northern saints
from Kola and he left a pleiad of followers of the school of monastic
eldership. Among his disciples were such famous ascetics as the
Venerable Trifon of Pechenga and Varlaam of Keretsk, the Venera-
ble Martyrs Iona and German of Pechenga, Abbot Gury and 116
other martyrs.

The spiritual heritage left us by the great enlightener of Kola, the
Venerable Theodoret, is very rich. Many features of his long life are

A Short Hagiography of the Venerable Theodoret 15

both unique and worthy of admiration,
testifying, as they do, that he was mani-
festly chosen for a life of asceticism from
his earliest years and that his great deeds
and achievements were blessed by the
Lord.

From the age of seven, the young
deacon Theodor (Fyodor) lived in the
e =—+ small Vladychny (Episcopal) Monastery
' T : attached to the Archbishopric of Rostov,
A/ N Xidimw N  working at transcribing books for the li-

| B brary of the monastery on the Solovet-
sky Islands in the White Sea, and dream-
ing of repeating the achievement of St
Stephen, who in the XV century had enlightened the pagan peoples
of Great Perm through the light of Gospel faith.

Young Theodor possessed all the personal qualities and talents
necessary for the accomplishment of this worthy mission. He inher-
ited in full measure from his remarkable predecessors' evident lin-
guistic, philological, philosophical and theological abilities.

At the end of the fifteenth century, from 1493, the twelve year
old boy was already among the novices of “the monastery on So-
lovetsky Island, located in the Sea of Ice”. According to the Rule in-
troduced by the Venerable Zosima Solovetsky, the trial period for
novices there lasted at least three years, but Abbot Dosifey took the

' We maintain our earlier supposition that Theodoret (“Theodor Zhidenov”) is re-
lated to the famous scribe of the XV century, Theodor Zhidovinov, author of a famous
translation of the Psalter and the Epistle to the Hebrews. See Father Mitrofan (Badanin).
The Venerable Theodoret of Kola, Enlightener of the Lapps. Historical Materials for the
Glorification of His Memory and the Composition of a Hagiography. Murmansk, 2002.
P.79-83.
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decision to tonsure the boy and name
him Theodoret after only a year. What
might at first sight have seemed undue
haste did not in the least undermine the
firm basis of the monastic rules, which
serve to form in each monk a man of in-
ner prayerfulness and are aimed at the
spiritual creation of “ministers of Christ,
and stewards of the mysteries of God”
(1Cor.4,1).

The whole long life of the great elder
bears witness to his successful accom-
plishment of the great task of wisely and
gradually educating “a new creature in
Christ”, of understanding that the main
task of monastic life, on which time should not be spared, is to over-
come himself and his “old man’, in order to gain the grace of the
Holy Spirit and “put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness” (Eph. 4, 24).

For 18 years the monk Theodoret lived in complete and unbro-
ken obedience to his teacher, the elder Zosima. He then passed
twelve years in silent contemplation of God in the Lappish wilder-
ness, followed by many years in the wilderness around the Cyril-
Belozersky Monastery gaining the great knowledge of the Hesy-
chasts.

Only when he had gained the grace of the Holy Spirit and en-
tered into the spiritual power of “a perfect man, the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4, 13) did the monk Theo-
doret pour out his blessed deeds on this parched, thirsting land. By
now he was 45, and only brief entries in the Chronicles convey to us

A Short Hagiography of the Venerable Theodoret 17

clear evidence of the success of his mis-
sionary labours.

1526 — at the mouth of the river Niva
on the Kandalaksha Gulf. “The Church
of the Nativity of John the Baptist was
sanctified and many Lapps were bap-
tized in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit into our Ortho-
dox faith™'.

1533 — at the mouth of the river Kola
on the Kola Bay. “The churches of the
Annunciation of the Mother of God and
Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker were
sanctified and many Lapps were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord and the
Son and the Holy Spirit into our Orthodox faith™.

From 1533 to 1540 — “The wilderness beyond the Volga’, the
hermitages of the Cyril-Belozersky Monastery. There Theodoret
worked on creating a written language for the Lapps.

1540 — “founds a monastery at the mouth of the river Kola’,
erects “a church in the name of the Sempiternal Trinity and, having
gathered brethren, gives them a Rule™.

1542 — “On one day 2000 Lapps, men with their wives and chil-
dren, having been taught by Theodoret, were baptized™.

1

The Sophia Chronicle // The Complete Russian Chronicles. Moscow-Leningrad,
1929.Vol. 4. Part 1. P. 542.

2 The Sophia Chronicle // The Complete Russian Chronicles. St Petersburg, 1853.
Vol. 6.P. 289.

3 Kurbsky, Andrey, Prince. The History of the Grand Prince of Muscovy // Literary
Monuments of Ancient Russia. The Second Half of the XVI Century. Moscow, 1986. P. 332.

* Kurbsky. P.333.
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From 1548 to 1551 — again in Kandalaksha, where he founds the
Kokuev Monastery of the Nativity of the Mother of God and “lived
there as abbot”.

By this time Abbot Theodoret was already seventy years old, but
ahead of the Kola elder laid new great deeds and trials. They inclu-
ded both the grief of unjust persecution and the hardships of unde-
served condemnation to exile, and the fame and honor given to a
“most wise” theologian, who defended the spiritual value of the
Russian faith before proud Greek hierarchs in 1557. Theodoret bril-
liantly accomplished his famous “Constantinople mission’, bringing
back “the ancient book” with the blessing of the Ecumenical Patri-
arch on coronation of the Russian tsar (according to the “rite of the
Byzantine emperors”). In this way official status was given to the
idea that the Kingdom of Moscow had inherited the dignity of the
Byzantine Empire and Moscow had called “the Third Rome”.

For the fulfillment of this most significant diplomatic task Theo-
doret was granted royal honors and great favors by Ivan the Terrible,
culminating in a most tempting offer to grant Theodoret “any spiri-
tual power” he might “desire™.

But until the end of his days the blessed elder would return again
and again to his chosen one — “the land of the midnight sun’, the
Kola Peninsula, visiting “his spiritual children, both monks and
Lapps, whom he had taught and baptized, and ministering to the
salvation of their souls™, and spiritually nourishing the Pechenga
and the Kandalaksha monasteries, until he reached his blessed end
as an archimandrite, reposing in the Lord in his native Solovetsky
monastery at the age of ninety.

" Kurbsky. P. 339.
2 Tbid. P 342.
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Not long afterwards, Theodoret’s
¢ contemporary and spiritual son prince
Y 1§ Andrey Kurbsky addressed himself to
ﬁ I " ‘ the “lukewarm” man of those times: “Be-
([ "N e ‘/‘,‘,"ﬁi hold, o hypocritical Christian, what cou-
“| rageous elders still live in the Orthodox
AN t}: land and are educated in Orthodox doc-
[: Jeg|i  trines. The older and weaker they be-

come, the more courageous and assidu-

\ﬁ\ So = 22/d ous theyare in their devotion to the Lord
/= ?? G pidte and the more they are imbued with
&7 a N f God’s spirit and live under the veil of the
| L4 N Almighty”.
< A s ; The vivid life of the great apostle of
(@ NS

the Far North, the Venerable Theodoret
of Kola, bears clear witness to the losses of our times and reveals the
sickly vanity of our life and the spiritual weakness of contemporary
Christians.

As we now know, the Venerable Theodoret had a central dream
from his childhood onwards. In his labours devoted to the enlight-
enment of Lapland, Theodoret, following the example of Stephen of
Perm’s enlightening activities, certainly desired to repeat the attempt
to establish an episcopal see in the lands of the Far North which had
been brought into the Orthodox faith. And just as St Stephen had
become the first Bishop of Great Perm, so Theodoret dreamed that
one day the Kola land would also have its own Bishop of Great
Lapland.

Four hundred and forty years passed. The wisdom of Theodo-
ret’s deeds was reflected in this long expectation, in the full maturing
of this land and in its abundant watering with the blood of the new
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martyrs of the XX century. Until, in 1996, the dream of the Kola
Hermit was fulfilled — the first autonomous Murmansk diocese was
established in Great Lapland. Nor is it surprising that, with the
blessing of the first diocesan bishop, the Bishop of Murmansk and
Monchegorsk, Simon, the first Kola saint to be canonized, in 2003,
with the rank of Venerable, was Theodoret, the enlightener of the
Kola Peninsula, with 17/30 August declared as the day on which he
was to be commemorated.

Let us recall prince Andrey Kurbsky’s inspired lines, which
might have been addressed to us living today: “With God’s help,
maybe one day I will find sufhiciently spiritual men, who will wish to
listen to my account of the deeds of this glorious man. Then we will
remember many things both about his marvelous visions, and his
terrible prophecies, and his great miracles, of which only the spirit-
ual can tell the spiritual with benefit™'.

We hope that the time described by Prince Andrey has arrived
and Orthodox Christians of the Kola North, joyfully honoring the
memory of the Venerable Theodoret, “will remember about his
marvelous visions, and his terrible prophecies, and his great mira-
cles”, and will draw close in prayer to the spiritual heritage of the
great saint of the XVI century, the apostle of Great Lapland - the
Venerable Theodoret, Enlightener of the Kola Peninsula.

' Kurbsky. P. 347.

Pyhittija Feodorit, Kuolan valistaja
(1481-1571)

Feodorit Kuolalaisen on yksi kaikkein
maineikkaimmista keskiaikaisista poh-
joisen pyhittdjistd. 1500-luvun alussa
Feodorit saapui “paholaisen noidutuille
maille” julistamaan Kristuksen uskoa
eikd luopunut pyrkimyksistidn ennen
kuin oli valistanut evankeliumin valolla
laajan Lapinmaan, “puoliyon” muinaiset
laajat eramaat. Pyhittdja-erakko Feodorit
oli ensimmiinen Perdpohjolan pyhisti
kilvoittelijoista. Hin oli lapsesta asti tie-
toisesti valmistautunut suureen lihetystehtdvainsd, laajan Lapin
valloitukseen. Feodorit omisti koko pitkin elimédnsd unelmansa to-
teuttamiselle. Téssd suurisuuntaisessa hankkeessaan hin myo6s on-
nistui.

Kuolan vanhus ei jaanyt kunniakkaassa tehtdvissain yksin. Feo-
dorit toimi hengellisend isina suurelle joukolle Kuolan pyhittijia ja
jatti jalkeensa kokonaisen munkkieliman koulukunnan. Hanen op-
pilaidensa joukkoon kuuluvat maineikkaat pyhittdjit Trifon Petsa-
molainen ja Varlaam Kierettildinen, Petsamon pyhittdjamarttyyrit
Joona ja Herman, igumeni Guri ja 116 marttyyria.

Pyhittdja Feodoritin, Kuolan suuren kilvoittelijan hengellinen
perintd on laaja ja monipuolinen. Yhti ainutlaatuinen ja ihailtava
on hinen pitki eliminsd, jonka monet tapahtumat todistavat hianen
tietoisesta kilvoituskutsumuksestaan jo lapsuudessa, ja hinen suur-
ten tekojensa ja saavutustensa kelvollisuudesta Jumalan edessd. Jo
seitsenvuotiaasta lahtien nuori Feodor-kirjuri oleskeli Rostovin ark-
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kipiispakunnan pienessd luostarissa ja
kopioi kisikirjoituksia Solovetskin luos-
tarikirjastoa varten. Hédn paloi halusta
kilvoitella samalla tavoin kuin pyhittdja
Stefan, joka 1400-luvulla valisti evanke-
liumin valolla permiliiset pakanakansat.

Nuorella Feodorilla oli suuren lihe-
tystehtivinsa edellyttamait sisdiset edel-
lytykset ja taipumukset. Hanelld oli ilmi-
selva kielipad, hin oli filologisesti, filoso-
fisesti ja teologisesti lahjakas kuten suu-
ret edeltdjansakin.'

1400-luvun lopulla eli v:sta 1493 lih-
tien tuolloin 12-vuotias Feodor oli jo ldhetetty kuuliaisuusveljeksi
“Solovetskin saarelle, luostariin, joka sijaitsee Jaiselld merelld”. P. Zo-
sima Solovetskilaisen laatiman luostarisidannén mukaan kuuliai-
suusaika kestdd vihintddn kolme vuotta, mutta igumeni Dosifei
paitti jo vuoden kuluttua vihkid nuorukaisen munkiksi. Tall6in hin
sai nimen Feodorit. Ndenndinen nopeuttaminen ei kuitenkaan mi-
tenkddn horjuttanut luostarielimin perustuksia, jotka rakentuvat
jokaisen kokelaan sisdisen ihmisen rukouskilvoituksesta ja tahtdavat
“Kristuksen kiskyldisten ja Jumalan salaisuuksien huoneenhaltijoi-
den” (1 Kor. 4:1) hengelliseen luomiseen. Tissd viisaassa “auden
Kristuksessa luodun” kasvatuksessa on tirkedd ymmairtdd, ettei
munkin eliméntehtdvan paiasia ole ajanhukan pelko, vaan itsensa ja
“vanhan ihmisen” voittaminen, silld saatuaan pyhan Hengen armon
pukekaa “piillenne uusiihminen, joka Jumalan mukaan on luotu to-
tuuden vanhurskauteen ja pyhyyteen” (Ef. 4:24). Timain suuren teh-

! Ks.tarkemmin aiempi teos, jossa kisittelen Feodoritin eli “Feodor Juutalaisen” sukulai-
suutta kuuluisaan 1400-luvun kirjanoppineeseen Feodor Zhidoviniin, Psalttarin ja Juutalais-
kirjeen maineikkaan kiinnoksen laatijaan. Mitrofan (Badanin), pappismunkki. Blazhennyi
Feodorit Kolskii, prosvetitel loparei. Istoritsheskie materialy k proslavleniju i napisaniju Zhitija. Mur-
mansk, 2002. ss. 79-83.
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tivin tdyttimisessd maineikas kilvoittelija pitkdn elimansi aikana
onnistui.

Kokonaista 18 vuotta Feodorit-munkki viettdd opettajansa Zosi-
ma-vanhuksen vilittomassa ja taydellisessa ohjauksessa. Seuraavat
12 vuotta hin kilvoittelee Lapin erdmaissa, hiljaisuudessa ja Juma-
lan mietiskelyssa. Han piilottelee my6s monet vuodet Kirill Valget-
jarveldisen luostaria ymparoivissd metsissi ja edistyy pyhassa vaike-
nemisen taidossa.

Vasta saatuaan pyhin Hengen armon ja tiydellistyttydan hen-
gellisessd voimassa -- “[kun] saavutamme aikuisuuden, Kristuksen
tiyteyttd vastaavan kypsyyden” (Ef. 4,13) pyhittijaimunkki Feodorit
alkaa vuodattaa siunattuja tekojaan kuivaan, janoavaan maahan. Nyt
hin on jo 45-vuotias. Kronikoissa on vain niukalti mainintoja hinen
lahetysmatkojensa menestyksisti. Vuosi 1526, paikka Kantalahti,
Niva-joen suu: “Pyhitimme Johannes Edellakivijin syntymille kir-
kon ja kastoimme monia lappalaisia Isidn, Pojan ja Pyhin Hengen
nimeen ja meidin ortodoksiseen uskoomme.”

Vuosi 1533, Kuolan niemimaan rannikko, Kola-joen suu: “Pyhi-
timme Jumalalle kirkkoja, P. Jumalansynnyttdjan ilmestymiselle ja
Nikolaos Thmeidentekijille, ja monia lappalaisia kastoimme Isin,
Pojan ja Pyhan Hengen nimeen ja meidan pyhain ortodoksiseen us-
koomme.

Vuodet 1533-1540, “Volgan takaiset erdmaat”, Kirill Valgetjar-
veldisen luostarin skiitat. T4alld Feodorit ahkeroi saamenkielisten
tekstien parissa.

Vuosi 1540: “perustaa Kola-joen suulle luostarin”, pystyttaa “kir-
kon Aluttoman Kolminaisuuden nimeen, kokoaa ympirilleen veljia
ja laatii heille luostarisdannon.™

! Sofiskaja letopis’ // Polnoe sobranie russkih letopisei. M.-L, 1929. T. 4. Tsh. 1. S. 542.

> Sofiiskie letopisi // Polnoe sobranie russkih letopisei. SPb, 1853. T. 6. S. 289.

3 Kurbski, Andrei. Istorija o Velikom knjaze Moskovskom. //Pamjatniki literatury Drevnei
Rusi. 2 pol. XVIv. M, 1986.8S.332.
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Vuosi 1542: “Feodoritin opettamat
ja kirkon jasenyyteen valmistamat lappa-
laiset kastettiin, yhtend pdivand yhteensa
kaksi tuhatta henked mukaan lukien vai-
mot ja lapset.”!

Vuodesta 1548 vuoteen 1551Feodo-
rit viettdd jilleen Kantalahdessa, jossa
perustaa Jumalansynnyttdjan syntymille
(Kokujev) nimetyn miesluostarin ja
“toimii sielld igumenina.”

Tédssd vaiheessa igumeni Feodorit oli
jo tayttinyt 70 vuotta, mutta hanelld oli
edessdan vield suuria tekoja ja koettele-
muksia. Edessi oli niin epidoikeudenmu-
kaisen vainon ja ansaitsemattoman kar-
kotuksen mukanaan tuoma murhe ja
tuska kuin “kaikkiviisaan” jumaluusoppineen kunnia ja maine hi-
nen puolustettuaan kunniakkaasti veniliistd uskontulkintaa kors-
keiden kreikkalaisten piispojen edessé v. 1557. Hin suoriutui loista-
vasti kuuluisasta “Konstantinopolin lihetysmatkasta” ja toi tulles-
saan Ekumeenisen patriarkan siunaaman “muinaisen kirjan” osoi-
tettuna Vendjan hallitsijalle, jolla tima “vihittiin hallitsijana Bysantin
keisarien joukkoon.” Niin virallistettiin ajatus Bysantin valtakunnan
periytymisesti Moskovan valtiolle eli ajatus Moskovasta Kolmante-
na Roomana.

Erittdin tarkedn diplomaattisen tehtdvin suorittamisesta Feodo-
rit palkitaan keisarillisin kunniansoituksin ja livana Julman suosiol-
la. Huipennuksena seuraa houkutteleva ehdotus palkita Feodorit
toiveensa mukaisella “hengelliselld vallalla™?

Mutta autuas vanhus pitdd paiviensd paittymiseen asti kiinni us-

U Kurbski, s. 333.
2 Kurbski, s. 339.
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kollisuudestaan valitsemaansa “keskiyon
maata” eli Kuolaa kohtaan. Hian matkus-
taa ympdriinsd kdyden tervehtimissi
“hengellisia lapsiaan, niin munkkeja
kuin lappalaisia, opettamiaan ja kasta-
miaan, huolehtien heidén sielunsa pelas-
tuksesta™, ja raviten hengelliselld ravin-
nolla Petsamon ja Kantalahden luosta-
reita. Arkkimandriitan arvossa hin saa
elimilleen autuaan lopun Solovetskin
luostarissa ja lahtee Herransa luokse yh-
deksinkymmenen vuoden idssa.

Feodoritin aikalainen ja hinen hen-
gellinen lapsensa ruhtinas Andrei Kur-
bski kirjoittaa, kddntyen erdan “laimpi-
manviiledn” aikansa ihmisen puoleen:
“katso tinne, tekopyhi kristitty, ja nde millaisia rohkeita oikeaus-
koisten dogmien kasvattamia vanhuksia ortodoksisella maalla asus-
taa. Mitd vanhemmaksi he kayvit ja heiddn ruumiinsa rapistuu, siti
suuremmalla rohkeudella ja intomielisyydelld he turvautuvat Juma-
lan armoon, tulevat Jumalan tiyttimiksi ja asuvat Kaikkivaltiaan
suojeluksessa.”

Perapohjolan suuren apostolin pyhittdja Feodoritin valoisa ela-
ma todistaa meille selkedsti, miti oma aikamme on menettinyt. Se
paljastaa elimdmme sairaalloisen turhuuden ja nykykristittyjen
hengellisen voimattomuuden.

Kuten nyt tiedimme, Feodoritilla oli jo lapsena yksi tirked unel-
ma. Lapin valistukseksi tarkoitetuissa kirjallisissa toissdan Feodorit
pyrki jaljittelemain Stefan Permildisen esimerkkia ja halusi perustaa
Perdpohjolaan oman ortodoksisen hiippakunnan. Pyhittdja Stefa-
nista tuli Suur-Permin ensimmiinen arkkipiispa, vastaavasti Feodo-

U Kurbski, s. 342.
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" rit haaveili Kuolan niemimaalle omaa
Suur-Lapin piispanistuinta.

On kulunut 440 vuotta. Feodoritin te-
kojen viisaus on ilmentynyt vasta pitkissi
odotuksessa, seutukunnan kypsyttya taysi-
valtaiseksi ja 1900-luvun uusmarttyyrei-
den vuodatettua runsaasti verta. Vuonna
1996 Kuolan pyhittdjan unelma tuli toteen:
Suur-Lapin alueelle perustettiin oma itse-
ndinen Murmanskin hiippakunta. Ei ole
ihme, ettd hiippakunnan ensimmiisen or-
todoksien yhteisen piispan, Murmanskin ja
Mont$egorskin esipaimenen Simonin siu-
nauksella vuonna 2003 ensimmdisend
Kuolan kilvoittelijana luettiin pyhien jouk-
koon Feodorit, Kuolan valistaja, ja hinen muistopaivikseen julistet-
tiin 17/30 elokuuta.

Muistakaamme taas ruhtinas Andrei Kurbskin ylevoityneet sanat,
jotka ovat ikdan kuin meille timéan paivin eldjille osoitetut: “Jos Juma-
la auttaa, niin vield joskus kerron niille hengen miehille, jotka haluavat
kuulla timédn maineikkaan miehen teoista. Silloin muistelemme hi-
nen ihmeellisid nakyjdan, julmia ennustuksiaan ja suuria ihmetoitaan,
joista voivat vain hengelliset hengellisten hyodyksi kertoa™

Haluan uskoa, etti aika josta ruhtinas Andrei kirjoitti, on kiynyt
toteen, ja ettd Kuolan ortodoksikristityt iloiten muistelevat pyhitta-
ja Feodoritia ja “muistelevat hanen ihmeellisid nikyjain, julmia en-
nustuksiaan ja suuria ihmet6itddn,” ja rukouksen avulla saavat kos-
ketuksen 1500-luvun maineikkaan valistajan ja Suur-Lapin pyhitta-
jan Feodoritin hengelliseen perintoon.

Vendjin kielestd suomentanut Elina Kahla

U Kurbski, s. 347.

En kort hagiografi over den ®rverdige Feodorit,
Kolas opplyser (1481-1571)

I begynnelsen av det 16. arhundre kom
@rverdige Feodorit av Kola til disse eld-
gamle, trolldomsfylte “enemerker til de-
monenes fyrste” for & forkynne troen pa
Kristus, og han vek ikke av fra sitt forsett
for han hadde opplyst disse en gang sa
ode “midnattens” egneri Store Lappland.

Den @rverdige Feodorit Eneboer var
den forste av det Hoye Nords asketer
som fra barndommen av fattet lyst og be-
visst forberedte seg til den store oppga-
ve — til denne egns opplysning, til undertvingelse av Store Lapp-

lands vidder. Hele sitt lange liv viet han virkeliggjorelsen av denne
dremmen, og denne oppgaven, si stor den enn var i omfang, ble
lykkelig lost av ham.

I denne berommelige gjerning sto ikke Kola-oldingen alene.
Som andelig far avfodte Feodorit en stor skare helgener i Kolas Nor-
den, han efterlot seg en hel pleiade efterfolgere i klosteroldingenes
skole. Blant hans disipler er slike vidgjetne asketer som de erverdige
Trifon av Petsjenga og Varlaam av Keret, de @rverdige martyrer Iona
og German av Petsjenga, hegumen Gurij og med ham 116 martyrer.

Den andelige arv som er oss overlatt av Kolas store opplyser, den
@rverdige Feodorit, er mangeartet og omfangsrik. Like enestiende
og beundringsverdige er mange enkeltheter i hans lange liv, som vid-
ner om en tydelig utvelgelse “fra barnsben av” til et asketisk liv, om
at hans store gjerninger og dader var Gud velbehagelige.
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Mens han fra syvérsalderen var i det
lille Pantokrator-klosteret ved erkebispe-
ANEPR stolen i Rostov og arbeidet med avskrift
A A av beker til biblioteket pa Solovki, leng-
/ \ it r \ tet den unge “diakonspiren Fjodor” etter
%
|

o 1 a gjenta den hellige Stefans dad, han som
J i det 15. drhundre hadde opplyst de he-
denske folkeslagene i Store Perm med

— | den Evangeliske tros lys.
_ For a gjennomfore denne verdige
7 ke (™ oppgave besatt unge Fjodor alle nodven-
dige indre egenskaper og talenter. Klare

»»»»»»»

evner nir det gjaldt sprog, talenter
innenfor filologi, filosofi og teologi hadde han i fullt monn arvet fra
sine fremragende forfedre.'

I slutten av det 15. drhundre, fra 1493 av var den tolvarige yng-
ling Feodor allerede novise “pa oen Solovki, i klosteret, det som lig-
ger ved Ishavet”. I folge den wrverdige Zosima av Solovkis regel var
provetiden for novisene pa Solovki hele tre dr, men hegumen Dosi-
fej fattet allerede efter ett ar beslutning om & rake ynglingen og gi
ham navnet Feodorit. Dette, som kunne se ut som hastverk, berorte
ikke de urokkelige grunnvoller for klosterordenen, som skulle tjene
til 4 bygge opp et indre bennens menneske i hver munk og var rettet
mot den andelige dannelse av en “Kristi tjener og husholder over
Guds hemmeligheter” (1.Kor. 4, 1).

' Jeg fastholder den antagelse jeg tidligere har uttalt om slektskap mellom Feodorit
("Fjodor Zjidenov”) og den kjente litterat Fjodor Zjidovin fra det 15. arh, forfatter aven beremt
oversettelse av Salmenes bok og av et “Brev til judeerne”. Se: Mitrofan (Badanin), hieromonach.
Den salige Feodorit av Kola, lappenes opplyser. Historiske materialer til forherligelse og til
skrivning av et vita. Murmansk 2002. S. 79-83.
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Om denne vise oppdragelse av “det
nye menneske i Kristus” uten tomt hast-
verk, om innsikt i at hovedsyslen i en
munks liv, den det ikke ma spares tid p3,
er overvinnelsen av en selv og ens “gamle
menneske” for 4 vinne den Hellige Ands
Nade og “ikle seg det nye menneske, som
er skapt efter Gud i sannhetens rettferdig-
het og hellighet” (Ef. 4, 24), og om en lyk-
kelig losning pa denne storartede oppga-
ve vidner hele den store oldings lange liv.

Hele atten ar forblir munken Feodo-
rit i full og hel lydighet hos sin lerer, ol-
dingen Zosima, derefter gver han i tolv
ar askese i Lapplands edemarker, hele
tiden i taushet ogi tanker pa Gud, i man-

ge ar skjuler han seg i Kirill-Hvitesjo-klosterets gdemarker i higen
efter de tause helliges store kunnskap.

Og forst da han har vunnet den Hellige Ands nade og tradt inn i
den andelige styrke som folger “manns modenhet, aldersmalet for
Kristi fylde” (Ef. 4, 13) lar prestemunken Feodorit sine velsignelses-
rike gjerninger stromme ut over dette uttorrede, torstende land. Han
er allerede femogforti ar, og bare kronikenes sparsomme linjer brin-
ger oss klare vidnesbyrd om hans vellykkede misjonsvirksomhet.

1526 — Kandalaksja-bukten, munningen av elven Niva. “Dope-
ren Johannes’ fodsels kirke innviet og mange lapper dopt inn i var
Ortodokse kristne og hellige tro i Faderens og Sennens og den Hel-
lige Ands navn.™

! Softa-kroniken // Fullstendig samling av russiske kroniker. Moskva — Leningrad, 1929.
B.4.Del 1.S.542.
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1533 - Kola-fjorden, munningen av elven Kola. “Guds kirker
innviet, til den Hellige Gudsmoders Bebudelse og Undergjoreren
Nikolaus, og svert mange lapper dept inn i var Ortodokse kristne
og hellige tro i Faderens og Sennens og den Hellige Ands navn.™

1533-1540 — “©demarkene hinsides Volga”, Kirill-Hvitesjo-
klosterets utposter. Her arbeider Feodorit med et skriftsprog for det
lappiske folk.

1540 - “ved munningen av elven Kola grunnlegger han et kloster”,
reiser “den Allevige Treenighets kirke, samler et broderskap og gir det en
Regel.”

1542 - “pd én dag ble to tusen mann lappiske katekumener, under-
vist av Feodorit, dopt med hustruer og barn.”

1548-1551 - pa nytt i Kandalaksja, hvor han grunnlegger Guds
Moders Fodsels (Kokujev) kloster og “er hegumen i det.”

Pa denne tiden hadde imidlertid hegumen Feodorit fylt sytti ar,
men foran Kola-oldingen la nye gjerninger og provelser. Det gjelder
bade sorg over urettferdig forfolgelse og byrden ved ufortjent for-
dommelse til forvisning, samt heder og ®re som den “vise” teolog
som hadde forsvart den russiske trosbekjennelses hoye stilling mot
de hovmodige greske hierarkene i 1557. Han hadde stralende gjen-
nomferet denne beromte “Konstantinopolitanske sendeferd” og fra
Tsargrad hentet den “gamle bok” med den @kumeniske Patriarks
velsignelsesrituale ved tronbestigelsen efter “de byzantinske keise-
res kroningsrituale”. Pa denne maten far ideen om at Moskva-riket
har arvet det Byzantinske imperiums verdighet offisiell status:
“Moskva — det Tredje Rom”.

' Sofia-kronikene // Fullstendig samling av russiske kroniker. S-Peterburg, 1853. B. 6.
S.289.

* Kurbskij, Andrej. Historien om den Moskovittiske Storfyrste // Gammelrussiske
litteraere minnesmerker. 2. halvdel av det 16. arh. Moskva, 1986.S.332.

3 Kurbskij. S. 333.
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For & ha utfert denne sardeles viktige
diplomatiske oppgave forunnes Feodorit
av Ivan den grusomme kongelige @resbe-
visninger og store gunstbevisninger, som
topper seg i det forlokkende tilbud &
skjenke Feodorit “sidan dndelig myndig-
het” som denne bare kunne “onske “.!

Men den velsignede Olding vil like
til sine dagers ende pa nytt og pa nytt
hige mot sin utvalgte — “midnattens
land”, Kola-landet - og reise rundt til
“sine dndelige barn, munker sa vel som
lapper, som er undervist og dept avham
idet han drar omsorg for deres sjelers
frelse” og andelig neerer Petsjenga- og
Kandalaksja-klostrene for sa med arki-

mandritts rang a nd en salig ende og gé til Herren i det kjzere Solovki-
klosteret i en alder av nitti ar.

Feodorits samtidige og andelige barn fyrst Andrej Kurbskij skrev
like efter henvendt til en “lunken” mann péa denne tid: “Se hit, du hyk-
kelske kristne, hvilke tapre oldinger, opplert i rettroende dogmer, som
fremdeles finnes i det Ortodokse land. Jo mer de eldes og svekkes pa lege-
met, jo storre tapperhet og nidkjerhet efter fromhet i Herren viser de og
gjennomtrenges av Gud og lever under den Hoyestes vern.”

Det begivenhetsrike livet det Hoye Nords apostel, den rverdi-
ge Feodorit av Kola, forte, viser pa en klar mate hva var tid har tapt,
og avslerer vart livs sykelige tomme jag og den dndelige vanmakt
hos var tids kristne.

" Kurbskij. S. 339.
* Kurbskij. S. 342.
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P Som vi nu vet, hadde den @rverdige
R Feodorit alt fra barnsben av en stor drem
for livet sitt. I arbeidet for a opplyse Lapp-
land fulgte Feodorit eksemplet fra Stefan
av Perms opplysningsvirke og aktet natur-
ligvis ogsa han & opprette en bispestol i de
omrader i det Hoye Nord som var lagt til
Ortodoksien. Og likesom den hellige Ste-
fan ble den forste Overhyrde for Store
Perm, dromte ogsa Feodorit om at 0gsa her
i landet Kola skulle det komme en egen
Overhyrde for “Store Lappland”.

Firehundreogforti ar er gatt. Den vise
grundighet i Feodorits handlinger gjen-
speiles ogsa i denne sa lange ventetid, i den fullverdige modning av
dette landet og i dets rikelige vanning med den nye martyrers blod i
det 20. arhundre. Og s3, i 1996, gikk Kola-asketens livsdrom i opp-
tyllelse — pa Store Lapplands jord oppsto for forste gang et selvsten-
dig Murmansk bispedomme. Og det er ikke & undres over at som
den aller forste av de hellige som hadde stralet i Kola-landet, ble Fe-
dodorit, Kola-egnens opplyser, ved biskop Simon av Murmansk og
Montsjegorsk, bispedommets forste overhyrdes velsignelse hellig-
karet med 17/30 august fastsatt som minnedag.

La oss atter minnes fyrst Andrej Kurbskijs inspirerte ord, som

likesom er henvendt til oss nulevende: “Om Gud vil hjelpe, vil jeg
kanskje finne andelige menn som vil ha denne beretning om denne
beremmelige manns gjerninger. Da skal vi meget minnes hans un-
derfulle syner og fryktinngydende profetier og store undre, som
bare dndelige kan fortelle dndelige til gavn om.™

! Kurbskij. S. 347.
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Vi vil gjerne tro at denne tid er kommet som fyrst Andrej skrev
om, og de ortodokse kristne i Kola langt nord vil hedre den @rver-
dige Feodorits minne med glede, “minnes hans underfulle syner og
fryktinngydende profetier og store undre” og i benn rere ved den
andelige arv fra den fremragende hellige fra det 16. arhundre, Stoe
Lapplands apostel — den @rverdige Feodorit, Kolas opplyser.
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